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The European Network of Research and
Documentation of Ancient Greek Drama
Perfomances - Eupwrniaixé Aiktuo Epeuvag kai
Texpnpiwong Hapaordoewv Apxaiou
EAdnvikou Apdparo¢ aims to establish an
expansion and a re-orientation of the academ-
ic community as well as to improve the tradi-
tional methods of teaching ancient drama, by
creating new activities of an interdisciplinary
and comparative nature. The main goal is to
promote and carry out scholarly work, by ini-
tiating and coordinating comparative analyses,
concerning the role and function of ancient
drama and theatre in Europe. By analyzing the
artistic forms and moral views expressed in
editions as well as in public performances of
ancient drama and its adaptations, recreations
and new versions, the scholars and students in
the Network will be able to trace, not only the
importance of common heritage in the shaping
of a European identity, but also the differ-
ences between local (national or other geo-
graphic cultural areas) cultural identities.

From its original inception to the present
day, the Network has developed a series of
activities, which have aimed to establish a
flow of communication among different aca-
demic disciplines and interrelated subjects and
to design a common plateau in order not only
to allow the equal involvement of all members
but also to ensure the scientific quality of the
ongoing research to the best possible degree.

This endeavour has produced a significant
number of positive results and has laid the

foundation for extensive further development.
The completion of a mutually devised work-
plan and the clarification of the goals of the
Network, in addition to the creation of a cor-
dial environment and the decision to expand
our activities in order to make them accessible
to a wider-public, constitute some examples of

the above. The Nerwork's database, which
now includes more than 1000 entries and near-
ly covers the entirety of the works which are
related to the Atreides, has reached a point
where it can offer the possibility to access a
large amount of information. Moreover, the
members of the network have started working
closer to-one-another, forming bi-party or
multi-party collaborations, while new activi-
ties, such as the summer intensive courses at
Epidavros in 2002 or the conference and exhi-
bition of Oresteia in 2003-2004, have been
programmed for the following years.

It is for the above reasons and the interest
expressed by a wider public of researchers, aca-
demics, graduate students and artists that the
publication of this Newsletter was deemed nec-
essary. We hope that this newsletter will form
a continuing source of communication and
information on the activities of the Nerwork,
not only among its members but also among
those interested in the different aspects of the
revival of ancient Greek drama.

Plaron Mavromoustakos
September 2001
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The Activities of the Network
1997-2000

Annual Meetings

Four annual meetings of the members of the
Network have taken place in Corfu (1997),
Athens (1998-1999) and Venice (2000), thanks
to the financial support of the Greek Ministry
of Culture, the University of Athens, the
Greek Institute of Venice and private spon-
sors. The purpose of these meetings has been
to establish the main goals of the Network and
to organise future projects.

In the course of these meetings members
evaluate the past activities of the Network and
plan the activities for the next vear.
Discussions focus on subjects related to the
performances of Ancient Greek Drama, such
as methodological problems concerning the
research and the documentation of the infor-
mation gathered. Furthermore, during the last
four years and through these annual meetings,
the members have established the form of the
database, which has just come out of its pilot
phase to acquire its final form.

Finally, the coordination committee, which
was established in 1999 and consists of five
members (see below), has had two meetings of
managerial character in Prague (2000) and

Coimbra (2001).

P
Conference

The first international conference on
European Performances of Ancient Greek
Drama took place in Corfu in April 1997, dur-
ing the course of the first annual meeting of
the members of the Network.

The conference took place thanks to the kind
support of the University of Athens, the
Ionian University, the Municipality of Corfu,
the Permanence Helleniste Ionienne, and the
Kostopoulos Foundation.

Publication

The proceedings of the conference were pub-
lished under the title Productions of Ancient
Greek Drama in Europe during Modern Times
(Editor: Platon Mavromoustakos, texts in
Greek, English and French with summaries in
English, Kastaniotis Editions), with the finan-
cial support of the Greek Ministry of
Education, the University of Athens, and
Kastaniotis Editions (www .kastaniotis.com).

The publication of this volume is considered
to be the first step towards the production of
new educational material on Ancient Greek
Drama, as well as a means of exchanging
information between the participating coun-
tries. It is also considered as a first attempt to
publicise the activity of the Network.
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The Activities of the Network
2001-2004

Annual Meetings

Annual meetings of all participating partners
have been scheduled in order to continue the
exchange of information and the organisation
of future projects. The 2001 meeting just took
place in Oxford, while Italy, Portugal and
Spain are exploring the possibility of hosting
meetings during the following years. It has
also been proposed to broaden the character of
these meetings so as to include presentations
by different partners with regard to their
work-in-progress.

Newsletter Parodos

This volume is an introductory copy of the
eight-page Network Newsletter which will be
published every six months. Parodos will pres-
ent the activity of the Network and its part-
ners, as well as articles related to European
performances of Ancient Greek drama.
Furthermore, it will include articles on the
research of the Network partners and presen-
tations of historical performances.

Conferences

BERLIN 2001

In November 2001, a one-day conference will
take place in Berlin "Performances of
Ancient Greek Drama: Greek and German
Approaches” - with the financial support of
the National Book Centre of Greece (EKEBI).
The conference is organised by the Greek and
German partners of the Network and the
speakers will include: Professor Spyros A.
Evangelatos, Professor Dr Erika Fischer-Lichte,
Professor Dr Theo Girshausen, Dr Ulf Heuner,
Mrs  Mary Iliadi, Professor Platon
Mavromoustakos, Professor Walter Puchner,
and Professor Dr Bernd Seidensticker.

ATHENS 2003-2004

In relation to the exhibition "Oresteia" dis-
cussed below, we are organising an international
conference on the same subject. The papers
presented will be related to subjects evolving
around Aeschylos' trilogy. The conference will
take place in the University of Athens under

the auspices of the Cultural Olympiad 2001-
2004.

Summer Courses

EPIDAVROS 2002

A series of courses is being organised for the
summer of 2002 in Epidavros. The courses
will last 15 days and will be related to the per-
formances which will be taking place in
Epidavros during that time. Students will
have a chance to attend lectures by scholars of
various European Universities and to come in
contact with people related to the perform-
ances, such as directors, actors etc.

Exhibition

ATHENS 2003

The Network is organising an exhibition on
"Oresteia", in co-operation with the Benaki
Museum, Athens. The material presented will
include costumes, masks and documents from
European productions of the trilogy by
Aeschylos. The exhibition catalogue will also
include a full list of performances related to
the Atreides. The exhibition, as well as the
conference, falls under the auspices of the

Cultural Olympiad 2001-2004.

Film festival

Finally, the Network is proposing to organ-
ise a festival with films related to Ancient
Greek Drama, its performances and adapta-
tions.

For further information on the activities of the
Network contact:
Mary lliadi, Vana Diakaki, Marina Yeroulanou
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The Partners of the Network

CO-ORDINATION COMMITTEE

Professor Platon Mavromoustakos (Greece)
Professor Oliver Taplin (United Kingdom)
Professor Maria de Fatima Silva (Portugal)
Professor Dr. Henri Schoenmakers (Netherlands)
Professor Eva Stehlikova (Czech Republic)

THE PARTNERS

Belgium

Université Libre de Bruxelles,
Centre de Philosophie Ancienne,
Section de Philosophie

Professor Lambros Couloumbaritsis

Dr. Sophie Klimis

Cyprus

University of Cyprus,
Faculty of Philosophy
Professor Eleni Ftiaka

Czech Republic

Masaryk University,

Faculty of Philosophy,
Institute for Classical Studies
Professor Eva Stehlikova

Finland

University of Helsinki,
Department of Theatre Research
Institute for Art Research

Professor Pirkko Koski

France

Université de Paris III,
Institut d'Etudes Theatrales
Professor Evelyne Ertel

Germany

1. Freie Universitit, Berlin
Seminar fiir Klassische Philologie
Prof. Dr. Bernd Seidensticker

" 2. Universitdt Leipzig,

Institut fiir Theaterwissenschaft
Prof. Dr. Theo Girshausen

Dr. Theresia Birkenhauer

Dr. Ulf Heuner

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili State University of
Thilisi,

Department of Classical Studies
Professor Rismag Gordesiani

Dr. Ketevan Nadareishvili

Greece

University of Athens,
Department of Theatre Studies,
Professor Walter Puchner
Professor Platon Mavromoustakos
Dr. George Karakitsos

Dr. Marina Yeroulanou

Ms Mary lliadi

Ms Vana Diakaki

Mr Grigoris Ioannidis

Ireland

Trinity College, Dublin,

The Samuel Beckett Centre for
Drama and Theatre Studies
Professor Stephen Wilmer

Italy

Universita di Palermo,

Istituto di Filologia Latina "Giusto Monaco"
Professore Filippo Amoroso

Dr. Angela Sapio

Dr. Loredana Rasura

The Netherlands
Universiteit Utrecht,
Vakgroep Theater-, Film- en
Televisiewetenschap

Prof. Dr. Henri Schoenmakers
Mr Herman Alrena
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Poland

Uniwersytet Przedmiescie 1, Warsawa,
Instytut Filologii Klasycznej

Professor Jerzy Axer

Professor Malgorzata Borowska

Portugal

Universidad de Coimbra,

Centro de Estudios Classicos e Humanisticos,
Instituto de Estudos Classicos

Professor Maria de Fitima Silva

Spain

1. Universidad Complutense di Madrid,
Filologia Griega

Professor Alfonso Martinez-Diez

2. Universidad Nacional de Educacién
a Distancia di Madrid,
Faculdad de Filologia

Dr. José Luis Navarro

Slovenia

University of Ljubljana,
Academy of Theatre, Radio,
Film and Television

Dr. Barbara Pusic¢
Slovakia

University of Bratislava
Dr. Dasa Ciripovi

United Kingdom

1. University of Oxford,

The Archive of Performances of
Greek and Roman Drama
Professor Oliver Taplin
Professor Edith Hall

Mr Peter Brown

Dr. Fiona Macintosh

Dr. Pantelis Michelakis

Ms Amanda Wrigley

2. Open University,
Department of Classical Studies, UK
Dr. Lorna Hardwick

We are also in contact with the following
countries for future collaboration:

Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, Israel,
Norway, Romania, Russia, Sweden, Turkey.

BILATERAL AGREEMENTS

Within the framework of the educational
aspect of the activities of the European
Network of Research and Documentation of
Ancient Greek Drama Performances, bilateral
agreements have already been signed between
the Department of Theatre Studies of the
University of Athens and other Universities
belonging to the countries members of the
Network. These bilateral agreements are fund-
ed by the SOCRATES/ERASMUS European
Program and aim at the exchanging of students
and teaching staff between the Institutions
involved.

Bilateral agreements for the academic years
2001,/2002, 2002,/2003 and 2003/2004 still
exist between the University of Athens and
the following Universities:

Oxford University, Open University, University
of Coimbra, University of Leipzig, University of
Utrecht, University of Warsaw, University of
Palermo, University of Berlin, University of
Dublin, University of Cyprus, University of
Helsinki.






